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[Abstract] Reading difficulty severely affects the academic performance and social adjustment of hearing-impaired children,and the
phonological route and orthographic route are the main predictors of their reading ability. This paper, based on the dual-route model, reviews
research progress on the predictive factors and intervention approaches for reading difficulty in hearing-impaired children. Phonological
awareness deficits are the key to reading difficulty, but their role varies across language groups and writing systems. The effect is pronounced
in hearing-impaired children, yet limited in native signers. In Chinese, a logographic script, phonological awareness predicts reading less
strongly than in alphabetic writing systems. The orthographic route compensates for phonological deficits. In reading, hearing-impaired
children rely largely on direct character to meaning mapping, and orthographic awareness affects both word recognition and reading
comprehension. On the intervention front, phonological processing training and lip-reading training have gathered considerable empirical
support, while the effectiveness of musical rhythm training remains a subject of debate. Visual phonics and fingerspelling are available for
reading intervention in native signers, and cochlear implantation can facilitate the development of phonological and orthographic abilities in
hearing-impaired children. Future research should focus on the influence of emotional, social, and cultural factors, conduct cross-cultural and
cross-linguistics comparisons, strengthen longitudinal studies, and establish a well-grounded evaluation system for intervention outcomes.
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